GOODWILL MESSAGE BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NIGERIA, AT  THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 2010 ANNUAL RESEARCH REVIEW AND PLANNING WORKSHOP OF NATIONAL ROOT CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE,  13TH – 15TH APRIL,  2010.

Your Excellency, the Executive Governor of Abia State, Chief (DR) T.A. Orji 

Honourable Minister of Agriculture 

The Chairman House Committee on Agriculture, Hon. Gbenga Makonjuola

The Honourable Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Abia State.

The Director General, International Institute for Tropical Agriculture, Ibadan

The Vice Chancellor, Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Prof Ikenna Onyido 

The Chairman and members of the Institute’s Governing Board

Management and Staff of NRCRI, Umudike

Past Directors of NRCRI here present

The Provost and staff of FCA, Ishiagu 

The Programme Managers of ADPs here present 

Your Royal Highnesses, Ndi Eze and Chiefs here present

Distinguished Farmers 

My Lords Spiritual and Temporal 

Gentlemen of the Press 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen. 

It gives me great pleasure to he invited to this very important workshop – the 2010 Annual Research review and Planning Workshop of the National Root Crops Research Institute.  I bring you greetings from the Management and Staff of Agricultural Council of Nigeria.  My presence here today, ladies and gentlemen, emphasizes the importance the council attaches to this activity of the Institute.   In-house review and planning workshop is a period results from your research projects carried out during the previous year and proposals for 2010 are reviewed.  This is vital, to ensure that scarce resources allocated to Research Institutes are judiciously used to achieve results.

I am highly pleased with the numerous achievements of the Institute as enumerated by the Executive Director, Dr K.I. Nwosu.  Of special interest is the break–through the Institute has made in the development of high yielding, and disease resistant cassava and yam varieties.  It is a known fact that many of our farmers do not get adequate reward for their efforts because of low yielding disease prone traditional varieties which they are using.  It is the desire of ARCN that farmers’ productivity be moved to the next level, and a lot if expectation is on the Research Institutes.

ARCN has followed with interest and satisfaction the training of rural women and youths on value addition in root and tuber crops.  One of the problems farmers face is very low crop prices during the harvest season, since root and tuber crops tend not to store in their primary forms over a long time.  Value addition to root and tuber crops will improve the rural farming families economically.  

The Institute’s efforts in the area of training and retraining of staff is commendable.  ARCN places much emphasis on staff training.  For Research Institutes to meet the present day challenges associated with research, the Scientists must be appropriately trained.  I urge those Scientists to put into use the knowledge they have acquired to improve root and tuber crop productivity in Nigeria.

I pray that the Almighty God will grant the Institute the enablement to implement recommended projects for the year 2010.

Thanks and God bless
