GOODWILL MESSAGE BY MR MIKE CHUKWU CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING BOARD OF  NATIONAL ROOT CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, UMUDIKE ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 2010 ANNUAL RESEARCH REVIEW AND PLANNING WORKSHOP OF THE INSTITUTE 13TH – 15TH APRIL,  2010.

Your Excellency, the Executive Governor of Abia State, Chief (DR) T.A. Orji 

Honourable Minister of Agriculture 

The Chairman House Committee on Agriculture, Hon. Gbenga Makonjuola

The Honourable Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Abia State.

The Director General, International Institute for Tropical Agriculture, Ibadan

The Vice Chancellor, Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Prof Ikenna Onyido 

The Executive Director, Management and Staff of NRCRI, Umudike

Past Directors of NRCRI here present

The Provost and staff of FCA, Ishiagu 

The Programme Managers of ADPs here present 

Your Royal Highnesses, Ndi Eze and Chiefs here present

Distinguished Farmers 

My Lords Spiritual and Temporal 

Gentlemen of the Press 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen. 

It is with great pleasure and honour on behalf of the Governing Board, management and staff of the National Root Crops Research Institute, Umudike, that I warmly welcome you, our august guest to the opening ceremony of the 2010 Annual Research Review and Planning Workshop of the Institute,   I want to thank especially, the Executive Governor of Abia State, Chief (Dr) T.A. Orji, the Chairman House Committee on Agriculture, Honourable  Gbenga Makonjuola and the Executive Secretary, Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria for finding time out of their busy schedule to honour our invitation.

The Annual Research Review and Planning Workshop is normally a period of examining what the Institute did in the previous year and proposals that would be in the current year.  I am happy to say that National Root Crops Research Institute has done very well.  By judicious useage of available recourses, the management and staff have transformed the Institute to a global Root and Tuber Crops Research Institute.  National Root Crops Research Institute has made notable achievements some of which, ladies and gentlemen, you will permit me to mention.

Development of Cassava varieties:  The Institute in Collaboration with IITA has developed and released to farmers a total of 29 cassava varieties.  These new varieties are high yielding and are not susceptible to the various pests and diseases that are devastating the traditional varieties.  Permit me to say that if this Institute is encouraged by providing a separate fund directed at replacing the traditional pest and diseases prone cassava varieties with the improved varieties, the cassava production in the country will be doubled.

Development of new yam varieties:   the Institute has between 2001 and 2003 in collaboration with IITA developed seven white yam hybrids.  In 2009, 4 new yam varieties were developed and released also by the Institute.  

Development of root and tuber value-added products:   The Institute has developed technologies that have led to the production of value-added root and tuber crops products.  A lot of youths and women in different parts of the country have been empowered through training in the production of value-added products of root and tubers.  The Institute has also made giant stride in the other mandate crops such as cocoyam, potato, sweet potato and rizga.

The ability of the Institute to collaborate with other Institutions both locally and internationally is commendable.  No doubt, the collaboration has enabled the Institute to function as a Global Research centre for root and tuber crops.

Once more, I welcome you to NRCRI, I wish you a fruitful stay through out the Programme.

Thank you and God bless.

