GOODWILL MESSAGE BY HON. GBENGA MAKONJUOLA, CHAIRMAN, HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 2010 ANNUAL RESEARCH REVIEW AND PLANNING WORKSHOP OF THE NATIONAL ROOT CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE 13TH – 15TH APRIL,  2010.

Your Excellency, the Executive Governor of Abia State, Chief (DR) T.A. Orji 

Honourable Minister of Agriculture 

The Honourable Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Abia State.

The Director General, International Institute for Tropical Agriculture, Ibadan

The Vice Chancellor, Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Prof Ikenna Onyido 

The Chairman Institute Governing Board and members

Past Directors of NRCRI here present

The Provost and staff of FCA, Ishiagu 

The Programme Managers of ADPs here present 

Your Royal Highnesses, Ndi Eze and Chiefs here present

Distinguished Farmers 

My Lords Spiritual and Temporal 

Gentlemen of the Press 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen. 

I am delighted to be invited to this year’s Annual Research Review and Planning Workshop of National Root Crops Research Institute.  I wish to congratulate the Management and staff of this Institute on the various achievements made by the Institute.  Nigeria has continued to remain the world largest producer of cassava, yam and cocoyam.  I am in no doubt convinced that the technologies developed by NRCRI in no small way contributed to Nigeria getting to this remarkable position.  Your effort to improve the well being of youths and rural women through training on the production and utilization of value-added products of root and tuber crops is worthy of emulation by other Research Institutes.  The effectiveness of an establishment is measured on the ability of that establishment to affect the lives of people.  If researches are carried out and the results are kept on the shelves, the tax payer’s money spent on the research is a waste.

As you are well aware, the present administration has from its inception committed itself among others to the goal of food security.  Needless to say, no nation can be said to be developed in the true sense when its people cannot feed themselves.  So I have to commend the Institute once more on their achievements.

As a member of the Legislature and Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture, I am always interested to see that appropriated funds are adequately utilized.  I have to say that this Institute has used the funds allocated to them very well to make remarkable impact in the agricultural sector of the economy.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen I wish you a fruitful workshop.

Thank you and God bless.

